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Ssa-reng II

for Saxophone, Percussion, Voice, Kayageum and Tape

The old verbal music note for Kayakeum (Korean Zitar) “Ssa-reng” and an outdated refrain of
ancient poems from a Korean dynasty (11th century) are the basic phonetic material of this piece.

The first piece shows its extremely stretching phonetic process from ‘s’ to ‘-ng’ of “Ssa-reng”,
where the whole vocal and instrumental structure was congruent with the onomatopoeic sound
of the word.

The second piece tracks the uplifting emotional process and eventually allows to discern a cer-

tain joyous rhythm while chanting repeatedly “ui, due o reong shyeong” as my old Folks used
to mean.
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Born in Seoul, Korea and studied composition with Prof. Sukhi Kang at Seoul National University in Korea.

After graduation she continued to study composition with Prof. Witold Szalonek at Hochschule der Kiiste Berlin and Musicology with Prof. Karl
Dahlhaus at the Technical University, Berlin in Germany.

After returning to Korea, she lectured composition and contrapunct at Hoseo University. She was invited as a guest composer to the Basel
Electronic Studio in Switzerland and attended the algorithm composition courses by Hanspeter Kyburz and Electronic Music courses by Thomas
Kessler.

Her works were performed at the international electronic music festivals in Europe and Asia and she has been living in Toronto, Canada since
2001.
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