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Two Songs of Time

poem by Chen Li/ music by Lu Yen
(1) A Cup of Tea
And then [ know

what the time for a cup of tea means.

| waited in the crowded and noisy station building
for the one who was late for the appointment

to appear on the bitterly cold winter day.
[ carefully held a full cup of

hot tea,

carcfully added to it sugar and milk,
stimng gently,

sipping gently.

You casually opened the slim collection

Of Issa’s haiku that you had in your luggage:
“A world of dew; yet )

within the dewdrops—quarrels...”

This crowded station was a dewdrop within
a dewdrop, dropped

in the tea deeper with every sip.

A cup of tea,

at first hot, tumed warm, and then cold.
Things on my mind

ranged from poetry to dreams to reality.

In ancient times—

in the world of Chinese serial novels or

tales of chivalry—

it would be the time for a cup of tea,

in which a swordsman drew his sword wiping out

the besieging rascals,

and a hero was enraptured and enchanted before
the bed of a fair lady.

But modem time has changed its speed.
Within about the time for half a cup of tea,

you drank up a cup of golden fragrant tea.
A cup of tea

going from far to near and then into nothingness.

The one for whom you had waited long finally

appeared
and asked if you would like one more cup of tea.

(2) Postcards for Messiin
I
We are all hanging

Tears
Stars

Rainbows
Birds

Over the abyss of time
singing,

singing
A garden of sorrow in the air

2
We run on a terrestnial globe
[ am in ancient Asia
you are in distant Europe
Someone revolves the earth
we stumble, falling together nto

the melancholy ocean

3

The suffered but serene ocean

Breathe
Breathe

Breathe

Love

Author's note: The Chinese title of the first poem is the
name of the Japanese haiku master Issa (1763-1827),

~which means “a cup of tea.” The second poem was written

after | heard music of the French composer Messiacn
(1908-1992) and other contemporary ones. The Japanese
composer Takemitsu (1930-1995) said, “The joy of music,
ultimately, seems connected (o sadness. The sadness is that
of existence. The more you are filled with the pure
happiness of music-making, the deeper the sadness Is.”
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