NOk'dll'kkOt (Mung-bean flower)
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NOk— du_kkot (Mung-bean flower)

for Viola Solo and Chamber Ensemble

Bird, bird, blue bird,

Do not sit on the Mung-bean tree.

If the Mung-bean flower is shed,

The green-lentil jelly peddler cries while going away.

“Nok-du-kkot” is based on this Korean folk song’ s tune and intervals: only contains three
notes (D, D and A: major second and perfect fourth intervals). However, to introduce the tune
obscurely, the tune is not represented until the last part of the piece (most obviously from m.
115, fl. and cla.) and augmented fourth is more displayed from the beginning of the piece. This
folk song is generally interpreted as an allegory about Bong-Joon Jeun (1854-1895), a general
who was referred to as  “Mung-bean” . In the poem, the “Mung-bean” symbolizes the gen-
eral, while the civilians are represented as a peddler. The general defended common people
against corrupt politicians in the 1890s and fought against Japan after the China and Japan War.
Viola is a symbol of the general who was with common people and had been in a difficult situa-
tion. Other instruments are echo of people’ s agony or the source of difficult environment in a
society.
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A native Korean. Currently is a doctoral student at the University of Chicago, where her teachers include Shulamit Ran, Marta Ptaszynska,
Howard Sandroff and Kotoka Suzuki. She has undergraduate and graduate degrees from Ewha Women's University. Also graduate studies at the
Manhattan School of Music. Prominent ensembles-Pacifica String Quartet, eighth blackbird, New York New Music Ensemble-have performed her
music. Her instrumental pieces, computer music and multimedia pieces were featured in festivals/concerts in many countries, including June in
Buffalo (2006); SCI Conference (2006); Midwest Music Consortium, Chicago (2006); Czech-America Institute, Prague (2005); New Music
Society in Seoul (2005); Manhattan School of Music and the University of Chicago; Seoul and Jeju in Korea. She received Honorable Mention in
Great Wall International Competition (2006); was finalist in SCI/ASCAP composition commission (2006). Her DVD, Baby Guido, was present-
ed at the 4th Hawaii International Conference on Arts and Humanities (2006). Her collaboration with an artist for an independent film (Roamless)
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was'screened in Brazil, London, and Chicago. Her music is chosen for the 2007-8 North/South Consonance Festival in New York City and Korea
Chamber Festival, 2007.
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