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Aureol

“Aureole” is an attempt to express contemporarily the ancient musical issue-the moon-in using
the traditional Chinese instrument Gu-Zheng (Chinese Zither). With tree zithers, the extension and
the volume of the sounds can be reached in a best way.

The ancient musical piece- “the high moon” -, a famous traditional composition for pipa, is
taken in my piece as the basic material. I try to develop this basic material to create a modern
soundscape of the moon in our time.

There are tree parts in this composition:

The first part is a description of the scenery that the overclouded moon gets out of the clouds.
The changing colors of the moonlight inspire me to the different nuances of the sounds in Gu-
Zheng (page 1 to page 11). The ancient melodies of the “the high moon” are developed in different
ways like the different colors of the Aureole. Philosophically, I hope to communicate my feeling
to the moon with the ancient artists by using their musical material. The feelings are the same,
but the ways of expressions are not.

The second part is a graphical notation originated from the shape of the moon. The musicians
play the sound-cycles from outside to inside in small and big cycles. They begin with a sound-
cycle and end with the one in the middle of the page between page 11 and page 12 (A3 format).

In the last part, the moon moves away and disappears in the cloudy and starry sky (page 12 to page
15).
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A Taiwanese-born composer and gu-zheng player (Chinese zither) based in Cologne, Germany. His music encompasses stage, instrumental,
vocal, and electro-acoustic works, and multimedia-performances with visual arts and dance. Since 2000 he has gradually incorporated Chinese
instruments into his music, and improvises with gu-zheng and live electronics in concerts.

In 1988 he began composition studies with Chien, Nan-Chang in the Chinese-Culture-University Taipei. He continued his training from 1990-
1997 at the Musikhochschule Koln Germany with Johannes Fritsch and Mauricio Kagel. and later at the Folkwang-Hochschule Essen with
Nicolaus A. Huber, where he graduated with distinction. Since 1999 he has worked as a freelance composer and musician, and facilitates East-
West cultural exchanges.

He was awarded the Bernd Alois Zimmermann Scholarship for Composers from the City of Cologne in 1999, the Scholarship of National Culture

and Arts Foundation Taiwan in 2001 and Stipendium of Villa Aurora Los Angles 2004. He is now composer in residence of China Found Music
‘Workshop Taipei.
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